THE

MIDLAND RELAY

T-HE Midland District 10 miles C.C.

Relay was held at Stirling on Satur-
day, 4th December, 1948. It was a dry
and clear day favouring the runners and
spectators both.

Internationalist G, Craig of Shettleston
ran a nice race to hand over a lead to
his clubmate at the end of the first lap
but honours of this first lap really went
to practically unknown A, Crawford of
St. - Modan's A.A.C, (Stirling) who



finished a wery strong 2nd in fromt of
many fancied men. A, Kidd (Garscube)
was 3rd,

As the runners went off at the first
change-over it seemed that the winning
of the race was.” all over " as Shettleston
with a good all-round team were well
ahead of their considered challengers.
But what a shake-up! For at the end
of the Ind lap, though Shettleston were
still leading, J. Ellis (Victoria Park)
runner-up in the Mational Movice had
with a dramatic effort brought his club
right up from a seemingly hopeless posi-
tion of 10th to a good 2nd, And they
still had Scottish 3 miles record-holder
Andrew Forbes for the dast leg! Mean-
while, A. Allan also showed splendid
form to bring the Glasgow Police team
{on their first entry to this race) from
Tth to 3rd place. Shettleston’s "B " team
were alse well in the running in 4th
place.

Over he 3rd sector Willie Ritchie
(Victoria Park) dropped a place to
Shettleston " B,” but at the last change-
over the stage was set for a " battle-
royal " indeed. This was the line-up as
the runners went off in handicap fashion
on the wvital last lap :—leading—Scottish
2 miles Steeplechase champion, actor Jim
Stuart for Shettlestan, followed by Jim
Flockhart, several times MNational and 1937
International champion (Shettleston * B ),
then about 80 yards behind th: leader,
Andrew Forbes, with Scottish mile
champion Jim Fleming about another 40
yards behind for Motherwell Y. MC.A,
who through steady team-work had pulled
to 4th position,

The actual race equalled the promise !
Forbes setting out wery fast soon past
Flockhart but with over a mile covered
was still 10 secs. behind Stuart. He
gradually closed the gap and with little
more than a half-mile to go, got on
terms with Stuart and then gained 6 or
7 yards. But Stuart, rever easily beat,
was not finished, Fighting it out with
Forbes he challenged him on a downhill
field path approaching the finish and
forced a 10 vard lead, - The efort had
been too much for the mow-tired Forbes
and though still runniog strongly he could
not respond.  The weary but game Stuart
was glad to break the tape just 2 secs.
ahead of his rival to end a great race !

Fleming managed to pass Flockhart near
the end to give Motherwell Y. MIC A, 3rd
place.

Thanks go wvery sincerely to the St
Modan's club for the excellent facilities
provided, their school accommaodation and
the tea arrangements went to make the
day very sweet and enjoyable.

The following are the results —

I Shettleston B.—{ G, B. Craig 1508 : H. Mills
1537 ;€. Mclensan 19.27;: 1. Stuart
1447 ], —60 mins. 59 seca.

2, Victoria Park AAC.—C. Forbes 15.50; |.
Ellis 1505 ; W. Ritchie 1533 : A, Faorbes
1.5, —6&1 mins. 01 sec.

3. Motherwell Y.M.CA, H.—(G. Waad 15.19 :
[. MoMiltan 1609 D. Nelson 1507 ; .
Bleming 1'1.52).—61 m'ns. 21 secs,

4. Shettleston “B.""—]. C. Roms [5.23: W.
Laing 15.37: C. Wallace 15.17: [. C.
Flockkart 15.13).—6] mims, 3 secs.

5. Wale of Levea A.AC.—F. Lacey 1605; H.
Coll 1532; W. Galagher 15.21: W,
Lenmie 15.17).— 62 mi. s 15 secn.

6. Bellahoustas H.—]. Cheistle 1557; H.
O'Medl 15,55 ¢ . W, Lamb 15.35: R,

Climie 15.14).—62 mins, 4] secs.
7. Clydesiale H.—I{C. Haddow 15.59 : D. Score
15.58 : W, Andrew 15.58 : H, Boyd 15.04)

=62 miny. 39 seca-
E. Glasgow LUniv, H, 6 H.—D, ]. Johnstone
I5.M |, MeGhee 15.17: W. C. Jardine
16.10 ; |. Spence 15.57).—63 mins. 08 secs,
9. Garscube H.— (A, Kidd 15.18; T, McGinlay
1559 R. ]. Mulgrew 1559 ;: |]. Gunn
15.59).—63 mins. 15 secs

10. Springburn H.—W. McMilan 1625; F.
McGill 1542 : A, Seevenson [546; ], C,
Maortos 15.26).—63 mins, 19 secw,

15, Maryhill H.—4, Robb 1544 : R, Brymner
1558 : |]. McBride 1602;; T. Hareison
I5. 37 ). —63 mine, 21 secs,

17. Glasgow Police A A.—K. Sig-im 1543; A,
Wilan. 15.016; 8§ Marun 17.02: A
MeGregor 15.24).—83 mins. 45 seca.

13, Garscube " B.,"—]. D.fy 1536: T Daly
1553 A Yeuzh 16235; D Muray
15.58) . —A3 mins. 52 secs. .

4. Shertleston " C."—D, Morrsen 1608 ; |
Bumton 15.501; 1. Eadie [15.57: ). Clark
16.00}.—~63 mins. 56 wseca.

15, Bellnhowstan "' B —[G. Bell 1602 ; ]. Kelly
1554 : A, Diawoedie 16.02; . Allen

16,02} —64 mins. 10 secs,

16, Se: Modan's A AC—{A Crawford 1500 ;
M., Kaney 17.15: |. Wi son 16,21 3
Clelland 15.78).—64 mins, 14 s=cs.

17, Glasgow Y.M.C.A. AC.— (5. Mowhray 16.12;
D. McFaclase 15371 ]. Herd 169 : D.
Shaw 16.17).—65 mins. 17 szcx.

18, Wictaria Park * B.""—D. Shut lewarth 16.01 ;
J. Surling [702: ], Red 15.54: A
Joknston 1671 =865 mins, 18 sien

19, Hamilton H.—[G. MoGill 1609 ; ], Stuart
17.03; B Hendry 16.42: A. Gibson 15.23)
65 ming, 19 wecs,

M. Wale of Leven " B."—D. M .Pheson 1603
W. Crowe 16.20: A McDosgall 16.21 ;
T. Wilson 16 33),—65 mins. 27 sece,

2. Shettleston DN Ml 1609 ; ) |
Young 17.33: H. Howard 16.1%; L.
Banean 19.%5),—65 mins. 42 sccs.

22. Springburn " B.'—A, Reid 1620; H, Frith

16,35 ; * |. Raakine 16,20 :  D. McLaughln
16.23).—6% mins. 47 secs.

Maryhill “ B."—(T, K. Wilson 16.26; F.
H?:'Rn 16,027 L. Weight 16367 A,

MeRac 17.03).—66 mins. |7 secs.



24, Plebeian H.—A. C. Robertson 16.21 : H. S.
Paterson 17.39; E. Latham 16.10; W.
'McInnes 16.46).—66 mins. 56 secs.

25. Victoria Park ‘‘ C.”'—A. Jenkins 16.41; J.
Simpson 16.32; B. Smith 1648;: R.
O"Hara 17.44).—67 mins. 45 secs.

Olympic H.—(R. Houston 16.49 ; C. Mathers

17.53 ; R. Gifforl 18.31 ; 7. Joyce .

Fastest Times.—1, A. Forbes 14.33; 2, ]. Stuart

14.47 ;: 3, ]. Fleming 14.52 ; 4, R. Boyd 15.04 ;

5, J. ‘Ellis 15.05; 6. G." B. Craig 15.08; 7,

D. Nelson 15.07; 8, A. Crawfo-d 15.10; 9.

J.. €. Plockhart 15.13: 10, R, Clixie 15.14;
11, A. ‘Allan 15.16.




